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SPANISH
Year 8 Spanish are currently studying 
‘Where I Live’ and Miss Jenkins’ class 
have been learning how to describe 
their dream house. They have been 
using the conditional tense to explain 
where their dream house would be, 
what it would be like, and what they 
would have. Here, we can see some 
great descriptions written by Noah W, 
Tyler-May K, and Georgina H. We’re 
really proud of how well our young 
linguists are doing.

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 261 November 2021 Page 2@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 261 November 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 261 November 2021 Page 3@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 261 November 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



ART
Year 7 have completed their 3D shapes work 
inspired by Tom Knutson’s Empty Boxes 
(1998). They have been demonstrating their 
understanding of 3D shapes and use of 
tonal shading. We’re really proud of their 
achievements so early on in the course.

Ryan Smithwhite

Olivia Murphy

Grace McKernon

Gabriella HoleyEvie Cheung

Tom Knutson Empty Boxes (1998)
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Literacy Week 2021 

Winners announced!
Last week at Woldgate we enjoyed a fun filled week of literacy activities across school. 

Pupils, students and staff together took part in our ‘Drop Everything And Read’ (DEAR) 

sessions across the week to delve into the world of literature and appreciate the benefits 

of personal reading. At various points across the week, the school bell sounded signalling 

the time to ‘Drop Everything And Read’. As one Year 9 pupil said, it really was “lovely to 

just be given the space and time to read for your own pleasure” and “it’s fun to see what 

different teachers like to read too!”

In addition to DEAR time, all our pupils were given the opportunity to compete in Form and House literacy events, 

including the Great Literacy Escape Room! Certificates and House points were awarded to our winners for their excellent 

contributions to the week. Please congratulate the following Forms on their successes:

Year 7

1st - 7NTE

2nd - 7ASH

3rd - 7ABR

Year 8

1st - 8ECW

2nd - 8JWI

3rd - 8SHW

Year 9

1st - 9HTA

2nd - 9HAS

3rd - 9BJE

Year 10

1st - 10MHO

2nd - 10LER

3rd - 10ROW

Sixth form

1st - 12REP

2nd - 12SJB
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As December approaches and following the request from a number of parents, we 
thought it would be good to share a few ideas that might appeal with regard to 
presents that are not only fun but educational. 

This year we’ve decided to focus on magazine subscriptions that, with our huge focus on reading, not only provide engaging 

materials but also help improve our children’s reading and vocabulary. As many parents will be aware from previous articles, 

one of the challenges for us, as parents, is not only encouraging our children to read, but to ensure the books, authors and 

genres they opt to read provide sufficient challenge. As a child, it is fun to follow a particular series or author, but children 

can, at times, find themselves accessing books that do not provide sufficient challenge. The balance, of course, is between 

enjoying reading while at the same time seeking to develop their language skills and experience. Of course, you can also 

have fun and read challenging text and here are a few examples that may help broaden your child’s reading, provide fun and 

also help educate.

First News. This is the leading newspaper for children aged 7 to 14. Today’s news is 

collated, formatted and shared with the audience in mind, but it helps develop a healthy 

understanding of the world around us and of the topical 

issues making the news. Weblinks also allow children to 

access additional material linked to articles. For most, access 

via First News provides a filter allowing safe discussion as a 

family of some challenging issues, while ensuring children 

develop a wider understanding of the world, different cultures 

and societies.

The Week. Some parents may access the adult version of this 

publication. Known for great journalism, the junior version, 

like First News, provides the same insight and articles. The same publisher also produces a 

Science and Nature version. 

Executive  
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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The best-selling national publication for children is National Geographic. The 

adult magazine is breathtaking, I feel, in its breath and depth of coverage but 

can be very challenging for children to access. The junior version brings similar 

coverage but is far more accessible and enjoyable for children. A number of 

one-off publications can also now be found on the website, linked to particular 

popular topics.

Other options include: 

How it Works or Stuff for budding engineers or scientists. 

FourFourTwo or Match! for those engrossed within football.

GP Racing for those who love Formula One and want to follow the racing 

season.

All About Space or All About History provide a really good insight into both 

subject disciplines, making learning fun.

Finally, Teen Breathe is a publication I’ve not had the opportunity to see before, 

but might be of interest. Focusing on wellbeing, mindfulness and happiness. 

Whatever your choice, if any, the number of options available to secondary 

school children now is extensive and as mentioned before, not only do 

such publications aid reading, but they provide a potential distraction from 

electronic devices and may provide for those quiet moments, such as at 

bedtime, a great opportunity, for your child to further their interests and 

develop their reading at the same time. 

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Executive Headteacher

Key Dates

Autumn Term 2021

Monday 1 November –  
Friday 17 December

Spring Term 2022

Tuesday 4 January –  
Thursday 17 February

Monday 28 February –  
Friday 8 April

Summer Term 2022

Monday 25 April –  
Friday 27 May

Bank Holiday –  
Monday 2 May

Monday 6 June –  
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days

Friday 18 February 2022

Monday 25 July 2022
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Mr Davies writes:

If we think back to our greatest achievement as individuals, we often 
find that this something that presented us with challenge and difficulty. 

The adversity we overcome and the resilience we build up are bound up with the 
source of satisfaction of achieving it. 

At Woldgate School our targets for children have been chosen to create aspiration. For each child on entry to the school 

we look carefully at their prior attainment at their primary schools but also review results of the tests they take on entry. 

Our literacy and numeracy tests, for example, identify children who are reading or using mathematics at a level that 

requires intervention to enable them to catch up with their peers and make progress across all subjects – for these areas 

of knowledge are catalysts for progress. However they also identify children who are working at a level beyond their 

chronological age in each skill area – providing a level of detail to us that is not always identified in the results offered at the 

end of primary school. 

They also take a Cognitive Ability Test designed to assess a child’s ability in three different areas: verbal (thinking with words); 

quantitative (thinking with numbers); and non-verbal (thinking with shapes and space). This test cannot be prepared for or 

revised for – they look at their ability to apply themselves in these distinct areas of learning and help us to identify underlying 

reasons for barriers to learning as well as find untapped potential that may not be picked up by formal testing. If your 

child does not achieve highly in this test it is not necessarily any cause for concern – there are other factors such as their 

memory, creativity, and their work ethic that have an impact on their studies. 

We also make use of an extensive national statistical tool that analyses a child’s prior academic performance, their local area, 

their age relative to their peers, and another contextual factors to identify the chances and potential they have in terms of 

their likely grade at the end of their time with us. 

Cont. Over

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 261 November 2021 Page 8@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 261 November 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Through all of these sets of information available to us, we choose the target grade for each child that we believe represents 

a challenge and a suitable goal for them to aim for. It is based on all of the available evidence we have but it is there to 

provide a starting point to setting a goal – a challenge in the same way that training for – and then running – a marathon is 

a challenge. Or in the same way that behind every musical performance come the hours of practice and dedication behind 

it. 

We do this to inspire them and to help them to map their progress through school and in lessons – and to be proud of 

their achievements. No target worth having - like no goal worth reaching – should be too easy or it is not, after all, an 

achievement. We believe in each of our children and the potential they have to reach their goals and setting a strong target 

communicates that care and desire to see every child do their best and be worthy of great merit, character and value 

through the work they complete and the challenges they face. Indeed, on the contrary, receiving a target that is to too low 

communicates a lack of that faith and a lack of belief in what that child can achieve. 

As we celebrate our Year 8 with the publication of their reports, I would like to congratulate Esme-Rose C, Lewis G, Aimee 

H, Imogen T, Emma C, Amy L, Scarlett S, Sam V, Mia W, James N, Tommy B, Gracie H, Blake S, Freya T, Oliver M, Lily P Jack B, 

Emily Ct, Lillie C, and Steffi G. They are just twenty in that year group who have been set challenging targets and are on track 

not to meet but to exceed them. 

Best wishes,

Mr G Davies 
Head of Curriculum and Assessment
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Ms Minton writes:

It is great this week to again celebrate Lower School extra-curricular 
successes. 

Blake S. has been playing Rugby League for 6 years now at Heworth ARLFC in York. He 

got into rugby with the encouragement of his step dad, who is his coach, and he has 

loved it ever since. His first ever game was for the Super League team Wakefield Trinity 

and he scored with his very first touch of the ball! Blake trains twice a week and plays 

on a Saturday. He has won Players’ Player for the last 4 years running and hold his own 

against players twice his size, week in, week out. Blake has a real passion for rugby and 

we are so proud here at Woldgate of what he has achieved. A massive well done Blake!!

Our Christmas Appeal has officially launched and the stage in the Hall is now set up to 

hold all of our Lower School Donations to the Pocklington Pantry over the next 4 weeks. 

Please do give generously to this appeal if you can. It will make a massive difference to 

some families in our community this Christmas.

Ms A Minton 
Head of Lower School

Lower 
School
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Lower School  

Christmas Appeal
Over the next 4 weeks we will be supporting the Peoples Pantry in Pocklington by 

asking pupils and staff to donate items to their Christmas Appeal.

Donations of food items and Christmas treats will be distributed to local families who 
need a little extra help this festive season.

From Friday 19th November please bring donations and put them next to your Tutor 
Group sign on the stage in the Hall

Show your donations to your Form Tutor in order to get merits of great value

There will also be a prize for the form that contributes the most.

Here are some ideas of things you might like to donate:

• Tins: soup, vegetables, stew, baked beans, lentils, tomatoes, tuna

• Jars: jam, honey, chocolate spread, marmalade, peanut butter

• Packets: instant soups, gravy, pasta, rice, sponge puddings

• Toiletries: toilet rolls, toothpaste, soap, shampoo/conditioner, baby wipes, shower gel/body wash, deodorant 

• Christmas Treats: Selection box, Christmas pudding, Christmas crackers, chocolates, mine pies, chocolate orange, small 

Xmas cake, biscuits/shortbread

• Little luxuries: hand cream, Xmas wrapping paper, mini hot water bottle, gloves, fluffy socks, hot chocolate, crisps, 

Xmas magazines, colouring books, small games.
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Mrs Atkinson writes:

Peer Mentoring

We now have a fantastic team of Peer 
Mentors who range from Year 9s to 
Year 11s who will be holding one to one 
sessions on a Tuesday morning and a 
drop-in group on a Tuesday and Thursday 
during breaktime.

Ella, Annalaise, Ethan, Gabby and Alfie wanted to let you know 

about what Peer Mentoring meant to them. They write:

Peer Mentoring is about helping the pupils in the younger 

years with anything that they may be worried or concerned about in their first years of being at our school. We hope to be a 

friendly face for anyone who needs it. 

During Peer Mentoring Sessions, we 

support with homework, listen, give 

advice, and play board games. It is 

a safe space where pupils can relax 

before the school day begins. 

It helps to build ours and their 

communication and problem-

solving skills. We are happy 

to support within our school 

community and in so doing, 

continue to make someone else’s 

day a little bit brighter. 

Upper 
School
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A trip to the theatre..

Last Thursday we had the absolute pleasure of taking the Upper 

School Drama pupils to the theatre to watch The Strange case of 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde at Square Chapel Theatre in Halifax. I was 

so proud of the way our pupils behaved throughout the entire trip. 

They were brilliant in the theatre as watched all the drama unfolding 

only a few feet away! I did not understand what specifically they had 

to look out for, however, they were busy making notes during the 

break! When asked if I enjoyed the play, I said ‘yes’ and this was then 

followed by, ‘did you understand the play’? I also said that I did. My 

understanding was that there were two people who fell in love with 

each other- the lady was married, and the man was a mad scientist! 

When the pupils laughed at that, I knew that my interpretation was 

not accurate. They did say that they had been prepared for the tasks 

in advance and so they knew what they were doing. It is times like 

these that we have missed so much and it was lovely to be part of 

something that meant so much to those who attended. A huge 

thanks to Ms Chapman for organising the trip and to the staff, Ms 

Parkin, Ms Smith, Mr Thornburn and Ms Murphy for supporting with 

the pupils. The singing of ‘Three Little Birds’ and ‘Sweet Caroline’ will 

be etched in our memories and theirs for a long time. 

Year 11 Sixth Form Applications:

As Year 11s continue work in the coming weeks on their preparation for their Mock Exams, please continue to encourage 

them to attend the extra sessions being provided in school. They have been given revision tips and a revision booklet 

containing essential information has also been issued. Pupils will have already been given the details of what to expect in 

each of their subjects. We have received a shipment of Science Revision Guides so if your child would like a copy, please 

look out for the relevant information sent via ClassCharts. 

Please check that your child has all the necessary equipment for their exams, including math sets and a calculator. They 

have been issued with their timetable so please make a copy of it or take a photo - this is in case the paper copies get lost. 

A huge thank you to those of you who have sent in your Sixth Form Applications. Please get yours in and ask us to support 

you with this if needed. 

Mrs I Atkinson:  
Head of Upper School
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Mr Charlton writes:

This week saw Year 12 students receive their first talk on possible 
progression routes after Sixth Form. Miss Palmer kindly spoke to students 

about her recent experiences at University as a History Undergraduate and gave 
some excellent advice and tips on things our Year 12 students could be doing to 
prepare themselves for a UCAS application next year. The timing of this assembly is 
perfect, as next week I will be meeting with Year 12 students interested in applying to 
study at Oxford or Cambridge University, or wishing to study Medicine, Veterinary or 
Dentistry to detail the early application process they must follow.

Not a day passes without a Year 13 student receiving a UCAS offer, with Harry G receive one within 24 hours of submitting 

his application – a fantastic achievement! Students are also hearing about interviews, with Charlotte S busying herself for a 

Veterinary interview at Liverpool University next week. Remember to read the advice given in last week’s newsletter and good 

luck to you all!

Best wishes,

Mr M Charlton 

Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form
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Mrs Nicholls writes:

Next week Year 11 will be 
given revision to complete 

for homework in preparation 
for their mock examinations.

As a parent or carer, you can support your child’s learning 

by helping them to embed study routines which involve 

these strategies. Here are three strategies that are regularly 

used in classrooms at Woldgate that help pupils make 

progress and require crucial information required for 

success. 

Spaced Practice 

Start planning early for exams and set aside a little bit of 

time every day. Five hours spread over two weeks is better 

than the same five hours all at once. If pupils can review 

lesson notes, just for a few minutes at a time, at spaced 

intervals then how long it takes pupils to “forget” is slowed. 

Ideally, pupils will review lesson notes after one day, then 

one week, then one month and then a fourth time some 

while later. By allowing the content to get to the brink of 

being forgotten, the memory will have to work harder to 

remember it. That extra effort is very fruitful, and helps the 

material to ‘stick’ in the long-term memory.

Retrieval Practice

When pupils sit down to review material, they should 

use strategies which force the memory to recall the 

information. Re-reading or highlighting notes is not an 

effective way to make material ‘stick’ in the long-term 

memory. Self-testing is an effective strategy. Pupils could 

make flashcards or ‘knowledge organisers’ (topic summary 

sheets) and test themselves from these, checking for 

accuracy once they have tried to retrieve the information. 

There are lots of websites which harness the power of 

the ‘testing effect’, such as www.senecalearning.com 

(particularly good for science) and https://www.bbc.com/

bitesize/ by selecting the test options. Remember, pupils: 

if you are ‘giving’ your memory the information, it won’t 

stick. Make your memory do the hard work and retrieve 

the information, to make it stick. For more information on 

retrieval practice, please visit http://www.learningscientists.

org/retrieval-practice 

Interleaving 

When pupils sit down to review material, using techniques 

which force the memory to recall information, they should 

switch between topics or ideas during a study session. They 

should spend long enough on a topic to understand it fully, 

but try to get a variety of topics/subjects, too. Interleaving 

will feel harder than studying the same thing for a long 

time, but this is actually helpful to learning. It is known as a 

‘desirable difficulty’. For more information on interleaving, 

please visit http://www.learningscientists.org/interleaving

Mrs C Nicholls 
Head of Teaching and Practitioner Development
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Helping your Child to Prepare for Exams: Part 1

Tests and exams can be a challenging part of school life for children and young 
people and their parents or carers. With our Year 11 pupils sitting their mock exams 
in a few weeks, we have provided some advice about how you can support your 
child before and during their exams:

Watch for signs of stress

Children and young people who experience stress may:

• Worry a lot

• Feel tense

• Get lots of headaches and stomach pains

• Not sleep well

• Be irritable

• Lose interest in food or eat more than normal

• Not enjoy activities they previously enjoyed

• Seem negative and low in their mood

• Seem hopeless about the future

Cont. Over
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Having someone to talk to about their work can help. Support from a parent, friend or member of staff can help young 

people share their worries and keep things in perspective.

Encourage your child to talk to a member of school staff who they feel is supportive, particularly their Care and 

Achievement Coordinator. If you feel your child isn’t coping, it may also be helpful for you to talk to your child’s Care and 

Achievement Coordinator. Please contact them to arrange a meeting. Try to involve your child as much as possible.

Make sure your child eats well 

A balanced diet is vital for your child’s health, and can help them to feel well during exam periods. Some parents find that 

too many high-fat, high-sugar and high-caffeine foods and drinks (such as cola, sweets, chocolate, burgers and chips) make 

their children hyperactive, irritable and moody. Where possible involve your child in shopping for food and encourage them 

to choose some healthy snacks.

Help your child get enough sleep 

Good sleep will improve thinking and concentration. Most teenagers need between 8 and 10 hours’ sleep a night. Allow half 

an hour or so for your child to wind down between studying, watching TV or using a computer and going to bed to help 

them get a good night’s sleep. Cramming all night before an exam is usually a bad idea. Sleep will benefit your child far more 

than a few hours of panicky last-minute study.

Help them to study

Make sure your child has somewhere comfortable to study. Ask them how you can best support them with their revision. 

Help them to come up with practical ideas that will help them revise, such as drawing up a revision schedule or getting hold 

of past papers for practice. To help with motivation, encourage your child to think about their goals in life and see how their 

revision and exams are related to them.

If you would like more information, or would like support, please do contact Mr Sloman (Designated Safeguarding 
Lead) or Mrs Wright (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead).

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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Literacy Matters

Cont. Over

Literacy has benefits for mental wellbeing 

This week, assemblies for pupils have focussed on 
the link between mental wellbeing and reading.

Did you know that reading and writing can be beneficial to your child’s 

wellbeing, and help them have a happy and healthy outlook on life? National 

Literacy Trust research shows that children who enjoy reading are three 

times more likely to have good mental wellbeing than children who don’t 

enjoy reading. 

Reading and wellbeing 

• If your child is facing a particular problem, reading a book that covers 

the subject could help. It can help them make sense of what they are 

going through, and feel that they are not alone. Your local library is free 

and a good place to search for books that cover a wide range of issues 

that your child can relate to. 

• You don’t have to be a great reader yourself. Audio books are a great 

way to enjoy stories and still gain all the benefits associated. 

• Picture books can be a great way of talking about difficult topics with 

children. They can even work well for older pupils. 

Promoting 
reading at home
1. Aim to read for 20 minutes per 

day

2. Log on to Accelerated Reader to 

complete a quiz, ideally within 

48 hours of completing a book.  

Please click here to log on to 

the website.
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• Getting lost in a good book can be a great way for a child to forget about stress and worry. It’s also a great way for a 

child to develop empathy skills and understand other points of view.

• Reading a funny book could make your child laugh and feel happier. Reading books together is a great way to share a 

positive experience with your child. 

• Reading before bedtime is a great way to switch off from the day. A relaxing read before bedtime could help your child 

prepare for a good night’s sleep and wake up refreshed. 

Writing and wellbeing 

• Writing can be a good way of reducing feelings of stress and anxiety. If your child has been through a distressing event, 

writing about the experience can sometimes be beneficial in helping them to process the incident. 

• Creative writing can help a child relax and improve their mood. It also encourages concentration and attention, whilst 

strengthening a child’s imagination. 

• Writing about happy events can be a good way for a child to preserve happy memories and emotions.

Book review: 14 before 14

I Capture the Castle

Author: Dodie Smith

Interest age: 12+

ZPD: 5.9

I Capture the Castle features on both the ’14 before 14’ challenge and the Athena Challenge 

list.

Originally published in 1949, this delightful novel by the author of the much-loved One 

Hundred and One Dalmatians, still retains its freshness today.

Cassandra, the 17-year-old narrator, lives an eccentric existence in a crumbling 

castle in the English countryside in the 1930s. Her father is a former bestselling 

novelist now suffering from a chronic case of writer’s block and her glamorous 

but bohemian stepmother Topaz is a sometime artist model. Money is in short 

supply but Cassandra and her discontented older sister Rose are forced to make 

the best of things - until some young, wealthy American neighbours arrive and 

Rose sees an opportunity for them all to escape their impoverished existence.

Even when she is encountering the difficulties of first love and first heartbreak, 

Cassandra remains a wonderfully likable heroine, with a strong narrative voice 

and a distinctive sense of humour. Whimsical, charming and beautifully written, 

this engaging classic novel will appeal equally to both adult and young adult 

readers

All pupils with a reading age above their 

actual age have been invited to take part 

in the Athena Challenge. They should 

have received a letter and a booklet.

If your child hasn’t received a booklet, 

please email kmcmurdo@woldgate.net

We believe it is important to have high 

aspirations for all pupils. While pupils 

have been invited to take part in the 

Athena Challenge, it is open to all 

pupils in Lower School. If you would 

like your child to take part, please email 

kmcmurdo@woldgate.net
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This week’s accelerated reader results are in!

As a school we have read and recorded on Accelerated Reader a whopping figure of 
3,458,086 total words read: that’s an increase of 96,344 words from last week.

Please join us in congratulating our Reader of the week:

Lily I (7BER)

We are very proud of you Lily!

This week, the current Form group leaders for the total number of words read since September are:

Year 7

1. 7BER – 148,686

2. 7NTE – 44, 656

3. 7ALS – 35, 127

Year 8

1. 8BSC – 530,814

2. 8ECW – 385,814

3.  8KED – 139,515

Year 9

1. 9HSM – 543,852

2. 9JMR – 385,370

3. 9LCH 2– 95, 585

A hearty congratulations to these top performing Form groups!
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STARS 

Update
Mr Barrett writes:
I would like to once again remind 
parents and carers of the information, 
advice and guidance (IAG) sessions 
that are going to be available for you 
and your child to access.

Session 3: Tuesday 2nd 
December | 18:00-19:00
Topic: Careers in the Digital World

Link: https://pathwayctm.com/event/careers-in-the-

digital-world/

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual 
respect and tolerance.

To do this we will:

 Always be honest and fair.

 Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.

 Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an effective role in our local, national and   

 global communities.

S
SOCIETY
Of great Character.
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Of great Merit.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with 
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.

To do this we will:

 Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.

 Arrive on time for lessons.

 Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.

 Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our   

 ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

A
APPEARANCE

Of great Value.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our 
appearance.

To do this we will:

 Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.

 Wear the correct uniform at all times.

 Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.

 Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our    

 achievements, developing our own self-confidence and self-esteem.

 

R
RESPONSIBILITY

Of great Character.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own 
behaviour and learning.

To do this we will:

 Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.

 Do our homework quickly and return it on time.

 Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.

 Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and financial awareness, in order to   

 understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences  

 that await us in later life.

S
SAFETY
Of great Value.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another 
harm through our words or actions. 

To do this we will:

 Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

 Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use offensive language.

 Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible, 

 whilst travelling to and from school.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and   

 prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.
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Skills for Life

A reminder again that this half term’s focus skill is ‘resilience’. Please do discuss the theme of resilience with your child and 

discuss how it relates to school and the outside work, including employment.

Medic Mentor

Any pupil or student interested in a medical, dental or 

veterinary career should visit www.medicmentor.co.uk. 

This website is dedicated to helping young people get into 

those careers. For those that sign up, they will be allocated 

a mentor to talk you through what the role is like, give 

you some tips, as well as help with applications down 

the line. The website also runs awards based on the skills 

and experiences that young people have. These awards 

are looked on favourably by medical schools as they 

demonstrate that the young person has the right attitude, 

skills and experience to get on a medical course. If you are 

thinking of a career in one of those fields, I would strongly 

recommend visiting the website.

Year 8 STARS update

The focus for this half term for Year 8 in STARS is centred 

around online safety. As people spend more time in 

the ‘virtual’ world, whether that it is on a phone, iPad or 

computer, it is vital young people know how to keep 

themselves safe. Pupils are looking at the potential dangers 

online, how to avoid them and to know the range of people 

that they can seek support from should they need it.
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 102,087

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

35,230VALUE 10,514

CHARACTER 7,525

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

33,304 34,652

35,555

31,31831,291
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Laura Warren

Year 8:  Ethan Lynch

Year 9:  Gabriel Beverley

Year 10: Eleanor Taylor

Year 11: Jessica Dover

Year 12: Harry Cook

Year 13: Ffion Jones

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Frankie Drinkall

Year 8:  Jack Dower

Year 9:  Leah Coleman

Year 10: Ollie Pearson

Year 11: James Tyndall

Year 12: Thomas Wain

Year 13: Alicia Reed

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Harvey Webster

Year 8:  Chloe-Mae Simpson

Year 9:  Charlotte Foster

Year 10: Lewis Ainley

Year 11: Mary-Jane Kelly

Year 12: Freddie Hara

Year 13: Laura Cirstea

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs C Wright

07790 987139

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 10
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 8
Mrs A Carlill

07980 702715

acarlill@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Year 9
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs S Clark

07790 987009

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright – 07790 987007 – cwright@woldgate.net

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 261 November 2021 Page 24@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 261 November 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value


